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Cannabis Involvement Among Drivers in Fatal Crashes

Trends show a steady upward climb in fatal crashes

involving drivers testing positive for delta-9 tetrahydro-
cannabinol (THC), the psychoactive and impairing chemi-
cal in cannabis. The number of drivers positive for delta-9
THC has more than doubled since 2013 and now compris-
es about 12% of all drivers involved in fatal crashes. There
was also a decrease in driver testing rates during this same
timeframe; from 63% of drivers tested in 2013 down to
less than 50% in 2017. Nearly three-quarters of delta-9
THC-positive drivers in fatal crashes were also positive for
other drugs and/or alcohol.

I care, because 597 people died in Washington dur-

ing the years of 2008-2017 in crashes involving delta-9 THC-
positive drivers, which was about 12% of all traffic deaths.
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Did you know?

= More than half of drivers in fatal crashes positive for
delta-9 THC were also positive for alcohol. Most
(84%) of these drivers had a BAC greater than 0.08.

Cannabis and alcohol is the most common combina-
tion of poly-drugs among drivers in fatal crashes. One
of every four poly-drug drivers in fatal crashes were
positive for both delta-9 THC and alcohol.

One-third of drivers in fatal crashes positive for delta-
9 THC were between the ages of 18 and 25.

The majority (84%) of delta-9 THC-positive drivers in
fatal crashes were male.

Overall, alcohol is three times more prevalent among
drivers in fatal crashes than delta-9 THC.

Poly-Drug Drivers are now the most common type of
impaired driver involved in fatal crashes. For the first time in
2012, drivers who had consumed multiple drugs became
more prevalent than fatal crash-involved drivers who had
consumed only alcohol. This gap continues to grow.
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